The value of umbilical blood 2,3 diphosphoglycerate levels in the diagnosis of chronic fetal hypoxia.
The authors assessed the levels of lactate and 2,3 diphosphoglycerate in the umbilical blood of 105 full-term neonates. A significant increase was found in the levels of 2,3 diphosphoglycerate in newborns of mothers with a history of imminent chronic intrauterine hypoxia. The lactate levels of these newborns were the same as in children of mothers without a history showing a risk of intrauterine hypoxia. The psychomotor development of newborns with increased levels of 2,3 diphosphoglycerate was significantly more altered than in those with normal levels in their first year of life.